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| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 
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annexed to the request of Japanese Utility 
Model Application No. 32238/1992 (Laid-open 
No. 90897/1993), (Enplas Corp.), 10 December 
1993 

Microfilm of the specification and drawings 
annexed to the request of Japanese Utility- 
Model Application No. 30812/1988 (Laid-open 
No. 134398/1989), (Elevam Corp . ) , 13 
September 1989 
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The inventions that are set forth in claims 43, 45 
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documents 1-5 cited in the international search report. 
Documents 1-3 disclose fluorescent bulb lighting devices, 
which are equipped with a pair of inverter circuits that 
are configured so as to apply volt alternating currents 
that have opposite phases to the respective ends of a 
fluorescent bulb. In addition documents 4 and 5 disclose 
features wherein a plurality of inverter circuits are 
interconnected using the inductive coupling effect from 
the coils of the inverter circuits. Therefore, it would be 
easy for a person skilled in the art to apply the feature 
that is disclosed in documents 4-5 in the inverter 
circuits that are disclosed in documents 1-3. 

The inventions that are set forth in claims 44 and 
46 do not involve an inventive step in the light of 
documents 1-5 cited in the international search report. 
Document 5 discloses a feature wherein a pair of inverter 
circuits are connected using third windings for passive 
oscillation. In addition, configuring so that fluorescent 
bulbs are disposed in parallel and are connected in a 
manner whereby the applied voltages which are applied to 
the fluorescent bulbs have sequentially opposite phases 
when applied to each fluorescent bulb or to the plurality 
of fluorescent bulbs in a fluorescent bulb lighting device 
is merely a design matter that can be employed by a person 
skilled in the art, as appropriate. 

The inventions that are set forth in claims 4 8 and 
49 do not involve an inventive step in the light of 
documents 1-8 cited in the international search report. 
Documents 6-8 disclose backlight devices that are equipped 
with light dif fusion plates. In addition, documents 6-8 
also disclose liquid crystal display devices that are 
provided with liquid crystal panels. 
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